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To the immortal lights of India’s tradition of wisdom, to the seekers who search
impartially for historical truth, and to the young generation who long for success in
life — this book is dedicated with respect.
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Ayur Publishing House presents this book to bring the most practical and
revolutionary statecraft, financial and life philosophy of the Indian tradition to



contemporary readers. Written in simple Malayalam, it shows how Acarya
Chanakya’s timeless principles can serve personal development, financial discipline
and leadership in today’s fast-moving world. Chanakya Niti, with its emphasis on
personal ethics, and the Kautiltya Arthasastra, the authoritative treatise on
government and economics, are treated as two distinct streams, and every chapter
is grounded in authentic Sanskrit verses and historical sources. Compiled and
annotated with great care by Satheesh Kumar S, the book is intended as a complete
guide for students, entrepreneurs, officials and general readers alike.
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Editor’s Introduction
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Chanakya’s Practical Realism and the Kautiltya Vision
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@RORMIO®MeMo oMUV BNB8  (106IUIle:  M0BRMIBE3UD6RBU3
M TBSIMY.
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Chanakya is often remembered for cunning schemes and stories of revenge, yet a
careful reading of the historical record and the original Sanskrit texts shows him to



be far more: an incomparable student of human nature and a far-sighted economist.
The Arthasastra’s fifteen books address statecraft, financial management, market
regulation, infrastructure and the prevention of corruption, while Chanakya Niti
offers practical guidance on friendship, family, speech and self-control. Each chapter
of this book presents an authentic Sanskrit verse with its meaning, a simple
Malayalam exposition, contemporary applications and life lessons. Spurious or
unverified quotations have been excluded, and only authoritative sources have been
used.
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Aim of This Book and How to Read It
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The Seven Learning Components of Each Chapter
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1.

ailav@omyano (Context & Core Principle): 60600 @oWHROBIOGWI0
@MSLOOM@D @Y AlHDODIOMG SHIMEIO® @OMIQUo IOl (@alOCRI
E06MAIVERI @YD (2IOWIMINZ0 AUBGHDRIBNZAM.

. uOldldola) MoV ®  6yRIMo  (Verified Verse  Box):

2JEIMNEBRSIQ Hosleflw @GOV (DOMITD mlemo
210N &M@ VIEMI HDOHTDHSIOBD BRI MoMVBID® GRIBH0
al}AEIN BOIOBWINS M@OBYIN].

. eIglm20® aeIwIg @dono (Clear Malayalam Meaning): MVOMIBY®

QDSIERSINS @000 @0 LOWIDEM  ALII8  AI@MEHIOMIo
amqlenaim allwomlad eiglamacdl ailuodle.cleaymm.

. avaw oomailaldoaile  ailvodeinalle  (Detailed Exposition):

SVSIEB  a)ID  DERUDIEOMIOSINT DD MODMo  @RYOUlaH D)@Y
a)M®I603 BRYYOMIERSS MVINZOlB:-MOMIOHIE: Qflvddeimo.

. ®LRINIGAH aloM alSld (Comparative Analytical Table): (10aflm

Soslell@  mileEboameB8le  MOICMIO@IMIe  MIQIMEIDL!  BRHWIMIH
@YUOEBRS0 MERIENRSS MVA(U) GIODAS MISIBMV.

. @e@IUiled  2dlailmaldosarud  (Real-world Key Takeaways):
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7. GOWPD  GAVIMPRSHUd  (Authoritative Textual References):
QlleRdmAle:ud3eni  NEAHBAB0} 0  l0leudWla] 90 J3AOOMIMITS]
80600 @OWHRVODIOMRWI0 @DHUIE:00lE: (DMOTVail.

This book is neither a storybook nor an old historical narrative, but a structured
practical guide for modern readers seeking success in personal development,
leadership, finance and diplomacy. Each chapter is organised around seven
components: the context and core principle; a verified Sanskrit verse; its clear
Malayalam meaning; a detailed exposition; a comparative table linking Kautiltya
ideas to modern concepts; practical key takeaways; and authoritative textual
references.
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Acarya Chanakya: History and Tradition

2IOUDAVDY6BBBJ0 o) Dln68138j0 DINLLBS ORLIMITDAD> alOMo
A Comparative Study of Historical Fact and Legend
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alosella Y@OMI@ ©0la] MIBEIRINRAIVI] 9RO BElaNAle, @SB
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allaiclesyom;.

2. @9=2mM  oDOMIOYe (Jaina Tradition): ©©aDOf GaNRIMENY
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4. ailuodaBomed MISH: «l00minge (Mudrarakshasa): ailuoosucomad
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(Thomas Trautmann, 1971), asGle eelloaeg (Patrick Olivelle, 2013)
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Acarya Chanakya (Kautilya, Visnugupta) transformed the political map of India in
the fourth century BCE, yet no contemporary biography of him survives. His story
reaches us through four traditions: the Buddhist (the Pali Mahavarmsa and
Vamsatthappakasini), the Jaina (Hemacandra’s Parisistaparvan), the Kashmiri
(Somadeva’s Kathasaritsagara and Ksemendra’s Brhatkathamafjary), and
Visakhadatta’s political drama Mudraraksasa. Following modern historians such
as Thomas Trautmann (1971) and Patrick Olivelle (2013), episodes such as the vow
with the untied tuft of hair and the tale of the hot flatbread are best read as later
literary dramatisations — powerful strategic lessons rather than historical fact.
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Chanakya Niti and the Kautiltya Arthasastra: Differences and Sources
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Personal Ethics and Statecraft — Two Independent Classical Streams

alfl QIWMENI0Y ‘2loeMBMVIT a0 ‘@vslelle @3mMavIMi@ dom®Y0
86009 (MMAD] 6OGIRLOIENINENE. af)MOT3 @OAI N30 ElGH(OHIERO
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1. awem&yMloml  (Chanakya Niti): aieml=laloomlesr  qmEdal0oo,
UManyBo, )S)oeNlo, alleaisro, @MaHINVIEOAIo, VoVOMo
ag)mlaleanolajiss mememges (Gnomic Aphorisms) aqvmdanoE@06M.
D@ AVOWOEM alVEe g Moedlaile aodWyeoaIo6M.

2. o&oskelo  eondonwomi@o  (Kautilya  Arthashastra): 15
@oWlaoemeangio 150 @owp@sanse 180 alleomaEnRsINSs NljeOOmI®
BOEM-MOIMIODIS> VINI@UMOMV6NM. 1905-T @RYA. VOPAUDIMI@] HORMA
200l@3@ eelEClXITd Ml @:0MneSIOm D WINMT@ BB EH(ESD (Mo,
augamoal, aflaleml  ml@@Ememo, Mley®l, OI@IMmP@o, aldEMCANWIM.,
0eMVMlE: MOMEBRUE og)aMIA! (@I®laltodEleaniom].

In English

Chanakya Niti and the Kautiltya Arthasastra are often mistaken for a single work,
but they differ entirely in purpose and structure. Chanakya Niti is a collection of
gnomic aphorisms on personal ethics, friendship, family, discernment, human
nature and speech — a guide for the ordinary citizen. The Arthasastra is a vast
treatise on government and economics in fifteen books, 150 chapters and 180
sections, recovered by R. Shamasastry from the Mysore Oriental Library in 1905; it
covers statecraft, the treasury, market regulation, taxation, justice, intelligence and
military strategy.

Note on the International Bilingual Edition

This international bilingual edition presents the original Malayalam text in full,
with English apparatus for readers who do not read Malayalam or who wish to



find topics quickly. Every part, chapter and section heading carries an English
rendering beneath the Malayalam; each chapter opens with an English summary;
and the introductory essays are accompanied by English summaries.

Sanskrit verses are reproduced in Devanagari as in the source. Sanskrit terms in
the English apparatus follow the International Alphabet of Sanskrit
Transliteration (IAST) — for example Kautilya, Arthasastra, Sadgunya. The
Malayalam text has been copy-edited for consistency of spelling, punctuation and
typography only.

Each chapter closes with questions for study and reflection. A verse index,
chapter-wise source notes, a historical timeline, a select bibliography and a
glossary with additional terms are provided in the final part.
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PART I - ®uwo I

2126M@§M3: al0l@AI3o @PSINIMABUDMALe
Chanakya: History and Foundational Philosophy

CHAPTER 1 - @owp@o 1

@ 21008 2196mM 103 2dlailmaigo
&IEILISO0

The Life and Times of Acarya Chanakya

DRUNNEID]DE! BOWIalMo, DNWDIDE! (@ IDITVIW], 2I0NDIVD)Y 681330
Ba) Dla)f68138j0
Teaching at Taksasila, the Crisis in Magadha, Historical Fact and Legend

About this chapter

This chapter traces Chanakya’s life from his teaching at Taksasila to the founding of
the Maurya empire: his humiliation at the Nanda court and his historic vow, the
discovery and training of Candragupta Maurya, the first defeat and the ‘hot
flatbread’ lesson that inspired a peripheral strategy, the four traditions that
preserve his story, and the revolution at Pataliputra that ended with winning over
the minister Raksasa. It closes with applications for strategy and entrepreneurship
today.

1. @@36M0: 21l (@MOBINE! 2126M B3 - GaIeML BIOMAMIag udlejl
Introduction: Chanakya in History — Architect of a United India

RIOMI®  alO(@-M2all®y  ld0MIQEERSI@  a106eMmd§0  (@vslelad  /
aflatfiornyiet®mm)  aI@WEI® MW 2B eWISle  AVOEROEMOTION]
(NNJa 1B LISBOMIS}0 NIMWla{le06a]S}aM]. ag)MI@D 2I106MEER MVMIIABEN
madeile: lalaidli@o elg@e); @Peganowlend edlailmemenitlaiss alel
allaoearsie ollmeeiel NINEL, HH|M, MVOMIGI® MOl ldOMIOEERECD
mlamoeny  eIGleM®. @DRIGTVIENZ0RS OBAVMIOOD  2106MESHIMB  GMOIS
MSEMmEQIM AREOMINY M WMOOBICd AGlWo® emglal m@sslalsle);
@O®IMO@ @00 [ WalliP=N) BY 2l @I mO@OD) snailes
@Gl {leanyamlgl.



CHANAKYA THANTHRANGAL

enil.arvl. MORIdo myQoenEl@d @O0 SHSIOD @ROEODO
@nosHlmoainunailenaloiam, 63030100O0) @OLISVINZ0IOS
@oavlewoeml@m  @oWwlmleaitde QISEOISIETMIOM  MISIOOINEEROS
&OMIMIV]  MBBOMOB06NEIOIM].  AOAUUDOD  BIOOOTIOL! a0
LI MM SHUSTIWBSOINOD AWNW AVO@IWe WMMMBMB  ag)(M
ceclmomloo®  ooeailend  @nslacilaley  @oale  mleydleooomsileno
MSe@IOIIB@ODIOM].  MVO@IREBRUE  DSAMSIWEEMIOWD &0
&0Fal18000MOV]  MITBOHIMB DHHUUWIRIDI]SE] EWHESHOD  @OWDald:MO®
2106M&§M MIWlajlg). RGIOMOOD 8600 BsHsISled @oemimloomm 6o}
@oealemw  quo@o=mfe  (Unified Sovereign Empire) olIS}0m@a30m3d:
a)M@O 03N} @DERaNOMIHAG 2ITl(@alo20® dlallmaomio.

VoM@ MVISDIo:
SO ereT: U@ |
=T SerehTeTT: & ST ISTHE I
(vSlefl @A000TV@0: @OWIHeMO 6, @WOOo 1)
2LIWIZ @OAMN: AN MVIERININIEMEBBBIBBOIMN0, NIELIDSBI@0
allealdalie @le:emmalmioe, MIBIWIMI@o (allajaiMio, GRUDEOLIERHS

SR @IG2J0l@IMAIMRI® EM@OQT BB B30} MVO@ILASDOD
ROlEHIND @DBANMISHIMISS].

2. a19seiloly@OmIeLel @0aIRdIMAI 2AICI@EITVIEVRI @EIGI2am®0
Humiliation at Pataliputra and the Historic Vow

2OWDeE  WMMEREPS  ROIMEBRUD  HNE  AMoOMIND  ald6ME:d,
aldsefla @ODIeE 805000 20T MSOmMM  BIMWAM  MVARIGE3
AlOBHSIOM].  af)MOM  2106MSeF  Sellmm®  eIslmenlaHe O
Sjatiemamicaloeeiss  0)02J6R0l®  &eRIGes®le  alleymeam)
al@laomila]  WOMMBB  @EGaNOO MR Ol (&m0
@0alAOMIENGHDIo HBHISOOOMIT MM a3OCMIGHIN BYEMIallEe)H@Io
21O}

@R @0aIOMOBIONG MlalaHOmIEI) 2106MEMB @ead uiled (&3sym)
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